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     Hoover High School
Modern World History
Course Syllabus
Instructor:  Mr.  Jason Bessard 

E-mail:  Jason.bessard@fresnounified.org

Telephone:  451-4000  


Academic Integrity:
Honor Code: 

I will represent myself, my school and my community with honor

I will abide by the rules

I will be compassionate toward others

I will think before I act or speak

I will respect others as I would want to be respected

I will follow through with all of my responsibilities

 “All Students of Hoover High School adhere to principles of

Academic integrity and mutual respect while engaged in school work and related activities.”

You should:

a) Understand or seek clarification about expectations for academic integrity in this course

(Including cheating, plagiarism and inappropriate collaboration).

b) Neither gives nor receives unauthorized aid on examinations or other course work that is

used by the teacher as the basis of grading.

c) Take responsibility to monitor academic dishonesty in any form and to report it to the

teacher or administrator

Teachers may require students to sign a statement at the end of all exams and assignments that

“I have done my own work and have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this

work.”

Cheating and Plagiarism: "Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of dishonest or

deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also

include assisting another student to do so. The most common form of cheating occurs on tests. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to testing

situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an

unearned academic advantage by dishonest or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of

cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by

mis-representing the material as one's own work."

Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to suspension and/or expulsion from the school. 

Course Objectives:  
The primary objective of this course is for students to explore major world events since 1450 in order to understand our current geopolitical world.  Throughout the course, students will…

LEARN historical facts

DEVELOP historical research skills (critical reading, writing, and speaking)

UTILIZE technology as a tool for learning

ANALYZE historical theory

CULTIVATE moral and social behavior

            … in preparation for lives as active citizens in America (and the world).
Grading:  
Grades are derived by calculating the ratio of points earned to total points possible and converting to a percent. Approximately 65% to 70% of the points will be from Assessments, and the remaining 30% to 35% of the points will be from Assignments, which include homework, class work, projects, and participation.  




Final Percent


Grade




90% – 100%


    A




80% – 89%


    B




70% – 79%


    C




60% – 69%


    D




Below 60%


    F
Assessments (Chapter Tests, Quizzes, and Semester Final Exams):  
Students will be quizzed periodically. A final exam will be given at the end of each semester and will be worth twice as many points as regular unit test. 
Assignments:  
Homework will be assigned regularly, and will usually involve practicing skills learned in class or working on projects. Homework is due at the beginning of the next class period unless otherwise stated. To receive credit for homework, students must show all work. Selected assignments will be collected, and credit will be based mostly on completeness and effort. LATE HOMEWORK WILL NOT NORMALLY BE ACCEPTED. Several projects may be assigned during the year.  Late projects will drop one letter grade for every day late.  
Make-up Work:  
For excused absences, make-ups will be allowed for tests and quizzes. They must be taken within 1 week of returning to school during lunch or after school. If tests/quizzes are not made up within 1 week, you may be required to wait until the end of the semester and take a different exam version. Homework that was assigned prior to an excused absence is due the first day the student returns to class. Normally, you have as many days as you were absent to make up work. Arrangements will be made as needed for special circumstances.  In general, work, tests and quizzes missed due to unexcused absences may not be made up.  Students are expected to attend class daily and complete work on time.
Expectations/Student’s Responsibilities:

· Follow Directions

· Be in class on time and prepared to learn
· Respect the rights and property of others

· Behave in a manner that allows everyone to learn and work
Consequences: 

The classroom is a special environment in which students and teachers come together to promote learning.  It is essential to this learning environment that students respect the rights of others who wish to learn. Viewpoints and concerns can be expressed to teacher when class is not in session. Student behavior that disrupts the learning environment will be addressed through the Hoover High School Assertive Discipline Program. 

Restroom Usage: 

No one will be allowed to leave classroom the first and last 10 minutes of class. Students who request to leave class for emergency purposes may be asked to make up the missed class time at the end of the period or at the end of the day at the teacher’s discretion.  Students are expected to drink water and use the restroom between classes and/or at lunch.
We have read and discussed the expectations, consequences, procedures, and classroom rules for Mr. Bessard’s class. 
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